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Why Worship?  
      Why do we sing hymns?  What's a “Call to Worship?”  How are we supposed to pray?  If you've 
attended more than one church in your life, you've probably noticed that there are many different ways to 
worship.  There are different styles of music, different ways to pray, and various bits and pieces of the wor-
ship service that you may enjoy, or may find yourself asking, “I wonder why we do that?” 

 
 This Summer, our worship services and sermons will explore the 
“what”, “how” and most importantly, the “why” of worship.  As our Dea-
cons and Elders recently learned in a session from  their leadership video 
series, it is how people approach these three questions – what, why and 
how – that sets them apart for success.  Sound interesting?  Check out 
Simon Sinek's TED Talk on “The Golden Circle” at https://www.ted.com. 
 
 As Presbyterians, our worship can take a variety of forms and in-
cludes rites that go back to the very beginnings of the Christian church, 
like the Apostle's Creed and the Lord's Supper.  But we also have the free-
dom to speak into the culture of today, and adapt our rites and rituals to 
preserve and enhance their meaning.  In fact, the PC (USA) just published 

a new Directory of Worship, that is more user-friendly and less restrictive.  “It's like a compass,” describes 
one member of the re-vamp team.  “It's not a book of rules and regulations, but gives us bearing and direc-
tion, form and freedom and encouraging a variety of styles.”  
 
 Why do we worship the way that we do?  Why should we worship at all?  These are the all important 
questions we'll wrestle with, seeking as always our answers from God's Holy Word, to help uncover and dis-
cover our purpose, our motivation and our reason for being church.  Let's explore!   

 

           LEARNING TO CARE   

 

 Our Youth group spent 

time with some lonely kitty cats at 

Animal Rescue Project last month.  

Read more in the Formation Com-

mission report on page 3.   

https://www.ted.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwix9_ClqbHbAhWB7YMKHVmKBvgQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F%40JyotiMotwani%2Ffind-your-why-applying-sineks-golden-circle-to-your-career-2a4328437f2a&psig=AOvVaw0Rz4HhFIPo1LLSR0PzvtnP&
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JUNE CHURCH  
ANNIVERSARY REPORT 

 
With the coming of June, we are half-way through our 
historical  journey of the church.  Tom Baney will be 
speaking on June 22 about the years 1936 - 1966.years 
that more of us may have lived through and have pro-
found memories of our own church life during these 
years.  And if you were here on May 20th, you heard Pat 
Peters give a fun and informative historical journey, this 
time for the years 1905 to 1935. Pat's talk has been pub-
lished in this newsletter for your reading enjoyment.  
Thanks, Pat.........great job!!! 
 Also coming up on the 22nd of June, the Anniver-
sary Committee has planned a BAKE SALE, devoted espe-
cially to "vintage" baked goods, using recipes that may 
have been family favorites or popular in another era.  Let 

the creative juices flow! And 
as with the breakfast in April, 
the Committee plans to put 
the donated funds from the 
sale toward future anniver-
sary events or expenses.  
Your support, either by bak-
ing or purchasing before and 
after church, is greatly appre-
ciated.  As an added bonus, 

our youth will be assisting us with the sale, so a huge 
"thanks" to them for their willingness to help! 
 Thank you also to Andy Thorburn for assisting with 
our "anniversary" video challenges,  Sue Winter, in the 
office, for her assistance in so many, many ways, Meg 
Waddell for her anniversary ideas and support by the 
church youth, and our Session members for their willing-
ness to support the Anniversary Committee, in whatever 
ways we may need.  This is the beauty of taking on a pro-
ject such as this......you make  many new friends and learn 
so much more about others in the congregation and how 
they work to enhance our wonderful church. I personally 
consider that a true blessing. 
 Last but not least, remember to put your order in 
for your "Anniversary Commemorative T-Shirt" that the 
committee has been working on.  Check out the little "ad" 
in this newsletter for information and see Nancy Turk to 
place your order. 

God's blessings! 
Nancy Beck,  

Deacon and Anniversary Committee Co-Chair 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
PLANT & BAKE SALE SUCCESS! 

 

      Thanks to the work and support of our church 
family, Presbyterian Women made over $3,000 at the 
Plant and Bake sale in May.   So far in 2018, the group 
has donated to Wings of God; Eleanor’s Food Pantry 
Pastor’s Local Mission Fund and Lake Michigan Pres-
byterian Women. 
 
 Monies raised will also 
be use d to fund camp and 
college  scholarships and by 
supplies to stock health kits 
for local migrant workers, to 
be distributed later this 
summer through the Syn-
od’s Mobile Health Fair.  
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FORMATION NEWS 
    Here, kitty kitty!  Our 
Middle and High School 
youth (plus one little sister) 
had an enjoyable outing 
for lunch and then to visit 
with the dogs and cats of 
Animal Rescue Project in 
Kalamazoo.  ARP is a no-kill 
shelter that specializes in 
finding homes for hard-to-
place animals.  Our group 
spent time with several 
kitties who require special 
diets or care, including a 
feisty fluff-ball who 
seemed to have no prob-
lem getting around on three legs!  Do you have room 
for a furry friend in your home?  Visit animalres-
cueproject.org to view adoptable pets and learn 
about volunteer needs and other ways to support 
their mission.  
     Our youth will also be holding a car wash in the vil-
lage on Saturday, June 16 from 10 - 2 in the usual lo-
cation in front of Save-A-Lot.  Come get your car 
cleaned and help our youth raise money for the Pres-
bytery youth mission trip to Marquette, Michigan in 
July. 

 THANK YOU 
TEACHERS!  Our 
Church School and 
Youth group could not 
exist without folks like 
you giving your time to 
lead lessons, make mu-
sic and help our chil-
dren feel at home here 
at church.   We have 
about 15 adult volun-
teers who regularly 
serve in these minis-

tries on Sunday mornings, and can always use more!  
If you feel the call to give your time to our children,  
contact Meg Waddell, meg_waddell@yahoo.com.  All 

DEACON UPDATE  

 We are finally able to say Spring is here!  The 
daffodils in front of church have opened to welcome 
the sun and all who pass by.  Have you noticed that 
the sign has new lights and is more visible and easier 
to read? 
 The Pot Luck - April 19th, was well attended, with 
over 40 of our church family and friends in the fel-
lowship hall.  All the dishes and desserts were awe-
some and tasty. Thanks to all who have participated.  
 Both Pot Luck and Euchre/Games nights will take 
a summer break, but will return in the fall.  Watch for 
information on the startup of both in the September 
newsletter. 
 SAVE THE DATE - We have a date for the Church 

picnic- July 15 at Tyler Field Pavilion.  This is our 175th 

year celebration and there will be some special activi-

ties-more information to come.        

    Jan Ogden, Deacon Moderator 

MISSION COMMISSION  
 
 Morgan Brown, coordinator for Montana de 
Luz, reports that Eric and Lola are doing well.  Eric is 
being integrated with his aunt so that he can eventu-
ally live with her.  Lola is very interested in art.  
Thanks again to all who contributed to support them! 
 The Domani family is moving into a new home!  
Many members and friends of our church have 
worked diligently to make this happen, and will be 
pitching in to help them find furniture and 
housewares and get them settled in their new home.  
The family’s needs are ongoing—if you would like to 
make a financial contribution you can do so through 
our church, and designate your check for “Syrian Ref-
ugee Family.”  Talk to Sue Miller or Randy Silber if 
you can volunteer your time.   
 Thanks to all who gave to One Great Hour of 
Sharing - we raised $330.00.   And thank you to the 
Lions Club for a generous donation of $500.00 to the 
Prisoner Re-Entry Program.   

Eleda Zygadlo, 
Mission Commission 

http://animalrescueproject.org
http://animalrescueproject.org
mailto:meg_waddell@yahoo.com
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Head usher for June is Dick Schallhorn.  Any ques-
tions, please contact Dick on  his  cell: 352-1724 or 
email  (richardschallhornsr@gmail.com). 

Presbyterian News                                             June 2018 

SUMMER CHOIR  
 

 The Chancel Choir will be singing through the Sum-
mer this year. Rehearsals will be held on Thursday nights 
at 7.00 p.m.  All are welcome to join!  Over the Summer, 
we will be having a slightly irregular schedule, and there 
will be some weeks that we will not be rehearsing, so if 
you are not on the choir e-mail list and would like to be 
involved with the choir, please contact me at 
cgray0721@gmail.com so that I can get you the infor-
mation you need and add you to the e-mailing list. If you 
have not sung with the choir before and want to get in-
volved, there has never been a better time! Contact me 
at the above email address with any other questions 
about the choir. I hope to see many of you soon. 
 

Chris Gray—Choir Director 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMISSION 
 
 Rev. Linda MacDonald will be back to lead worship 
several Sundays this summer:   June 10th, July 22nd, and 
August 5th. Special music for June 10th will be duets on 
the tuba and euphonium by Fritz MacDonald and Bill 
Buhl. 

Bill Buhl—Moderator 
 

Long-Range Planning  
Committee NEWS 

  
 The Long-Range Planning Committee com-
prised of Jan Wilder, Andy Thorburn, Jerry Dundon 
and Bert Ogden with input form other members 
and Building and Grounds, will meet regularly on 
the first Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. to con-
sider plans for the lot between the church building 
and parking lot.  The tree is coming down, and the 
lot has been seeded with rye to keep it maintained 
while the ground has a chance to settle.  If you 
have thoughts on what you'd like to see done with 
this space, please talk to those folks listed above. 

 

Greeters for June: 
 

June 3       Rhonda Riegle & Sue Martin 
June 10     Bob & Crecia Tiffany 
June 17     Nancy Beck & Marge McKee 
June 24     Rick & Mary Diemer 
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     MARY ADAMS was given her name because she was a spring baby who was born 
on Easter Sunday in a blizzard. She married Horace Adams and they had two chil-
dren, a son and daughter, she also has three grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
 Marys’ family originally attended the Baptist church but in the early 50’s the Bap-
tists “split” and about half the congregation were asked to resign (leave), some went 
to Kalamazoo while others became Methodists and Presbyterians, Mary chose the 
Presbyterians and we have been forever blessed. 
     A member since 1953, Mary taught Sunday School, acted as a choir mother for 
the children’s choir under the direction of Lee Vaught, participated in the women’s 
evening circle, the Presbyterian Women, and served as an Elder on two occasions. 

When asked about the things she treasures or appreciates about our church she 
was quick to comment on ShareNet, noting how quickly they send cards and step-up 
to help those in need of care, meals and/or support. 
      Her wisdom for a happy, healthy life comes from caring, supportive parents which led her to a marriage 
with a caring, supportive husband – good advice for us all!  In the next 90 years Mary intends to continue on 
in the same manner that got her this far, maybe including a nap here and there. 

 

     THELMA BENNET and her husband Bob (deceased) had two sons.  She has been 
a member of the Paw Paw church for 65 years, coming from a Baptist background. 
     In her early years of membership, Thelma worked with the children in Christian 
Education, Women’s Circle and continues to be active in the Women’s Association 
(Presbyterian Women). When they first joined with our church, Bob and Thelma 
attended regular potlucks and became good friends with the Wilders from Lawton, 
the Racettes and Audrey Shram who were also involved with the church activities. 
Over the years, Thelma has enjoyed the people who call this their church home and 
feels very comfortable worshiping here. 

EILEEN CUDDEBACK SUMME joined the church in 1950 with her first husband of 
42 years, John Cuddeback. Together they had 5 children, three girls and two boys. 
After John’s death she married Frank Summe and they were together for 26 
years.  
Over the 70 years she has been a member, Eilene has served as a Deacon and 
helped teach the Sunday School class for the younger children with Adele Gid-
dings. During this time she made a lot of good friends and describes our church as 
nice and friendly. 
According to Eilene, living a healthy and happy life is easier if you are born and 
raised on a farm.  She plans to keep on going for the next 90. 

OUR NIFTY NINETIES MEMBERS 
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    PER AND NANA HAGAR came to Paw Paw by way of Norway where they were 
born. They met in college in Sweden where Per earned a Mechanical Engineering 
degree and Nanna earned her Chemical Engineering de-
gree. They were married in 1952 and have 3 daughters, 
one of which still Iives in Norway but visits often. They 
moved to Paw Paw in the 60s and joined the church. 
     Per was a wood worker in his younger days and 
helped with the remodeling of our church in 1993. Nan-
na added her knitting skills to the knitting group, making 
many prayer shawls that have been shared with shut-ins 
and people who were dealing with illness and loss as 
well as sharing her baking skills with others. 

CATEY SMITH came to Paw Paw from Illinois in 1945. She 
and her husband Fred joined in 1948 after she convinced 
him if he wanted to marry her he had to first become a 
Presbyterian. Although they never had children of their 
own, she taught Sunday school with Shirley Jackson for 3 
years and this connection has continued over the years 
with Shirley’s daughter.  

HARVEY HOP was born in Holland, MI where he spent his childhood days hanging out at the local airport 
with the planes he loved. After riding with a pilot who gave him a thrilling ride he knew he too wanted to be 
a pilot. Harvey became a Flight Instructor and a Charter Pilot for 15 years and later an Air Traffic Controller 
for 15 years serving in Chicago, Kalamazoo and Benton Harbor.  

In 1967 he moved to Paw Paw with his wife Sylvia, they had 6 children and all are still living.  During this 
time they did a lot of camping, but Sylvia suffered from diabetes and complications.  During this time, Harvey 
retired from the airlines and became the Executive Director of the Miller Court 
Senior Housing where he could watch over Sylvias’ needs. After 44 years of mar-
riage Sylvia lost her life.  

In 1990, Harvey married Beverly and added two step children and a dog to 
his family. He and Beverly shared 26 years of marriage. After working 28 years 
flying planes and 5 years at Miller Court, he retired and traveled throughout the 
U.S., piloting a plane that he shared ownership in.  

Harvey has been a member of our church for 51 years and sang in the choir 
for 15 of those years.  He continues to enjoy music and spends time with his 
daughter entertaining at Assisted Living homes, with Harvey playing harmonica 
as his daughters accompany him on their sax, piano and keyboard. His plans for 
the future include continuing to play and sing, enjoying making music.  His 
words of wisdom for a happy, healthy life : “Trust in God”.  

BETTY WASSMAN   attends regularly with her daughter, 
Sue Miller.  She greets everyone with a warm smile, and 

has been worshipping here for several years  
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     MARY BURKETT was born in Iowa and married Charles Burkett.  Their marriage last-
ed for over 50 years before Charlie’s death. Together they had four children, three sons 
and one daughter, who have added several grandchildren to their family. Mary loves 
music and received a Master’s Degree in music from the University of Michigan.  
     Although she had been raised as a Congregationalist, Mary and Charlie moved to 
Paw Paw and chose to become members as they found they were most comfortable in 
the Presbyterian Church. Mary served as an Elder as well as chair of the Presbyterian 
Women and led the church choir for over 30 years. She still takes ‘her place’ as director 
when the choir visits Maple Lake to sing for the residents. Mary taught music for a few 
years before her marriage and later become the Elementary Music teacher for the Paw 
Paw Schools, putting on plays and music programs for the enjoyment of the students 
and parents. Later she and Charlie started the Paw Paw Playhouse where musicals 

were a big feature of the season.  Words of wisdom for a happy, healthy life include staying busy and involved with 
people, which she still does on a daily basis as she leads the residents in a round of music each day before lunch at Ma-

ple Lake. She said “I’ve lived a long life and enjoyed almost every minute. 

HAROLD DURINGER Although Harold was born and raised in Blue Island, Illinois he 
was familiar with Paw Paw because his maternal grandparents lived in a home on 
Gremps Street that was built in 1866 (where he still lives). He also spent many childhood 
days at a cottage on Three Mile Lake that his grandparents also owned. 

Harold later married and became a pilot for Earl Slick Airways in Burbank, CA. He 
loved flying and flew many different types of aircraft including a four engine Turboprop 
Freight Liner, a DC-6 flying from the U.S. to countries overseas as well as transporting 
passengers from Oakland CA to Oahu, Hawaii. Around 1994 an earthquake hit the area 
where he lived, shaking him from his bed. He retired and moved back to Paw Paw where 
he met his current wife, Frieda. 

Harold often did small chores for his neighbor Cloe Clark who paid him in Lemon me-
ringue pies. Cloe was a member of First Presbyterian and she invited him to come to 
church with her, beginning a 23 year association with our church. 

Harold appreciates his friendships with the good people of First Presbyterian Church 
and he shares his wisdom for a happy, healthy life which includes eating good food and 
being employed doing what you love. 

     MADELYN RANDALL has lived a very active, busy Iife and is a good role model for us 
all. She and her husband Bob were married for 54 years before he died.  They had one 
daughter, Kathy McGuire, who lives nearby.   She has a granddaughter who lives in An-
chorage, Alaska and she has enjoyed traveling there as well as many other places 
throughout the U.S. including Hawaii, the Grand Canyon, Mount Rushmore, Glacier Na-
tional Park and others. 
     Madelyn was born in Lawton.  Although she lived in other places, she and Bob moved 
back to the family farm where she has continued to live in the same house for 62 years. 
Marilyn worked though out her adult life and was president of the local UAW union, the 
first woman to bid and win the position even though the many members doubted she 
was capable of doing the job. She continues to read a lot and keeps up on the news, us-
ing her Kindle, computer and cell phone but don’t try to find her on Facebook.  
Although Madelyn grew up as a Methodist she was not regular in her attendance after 

marriage, but through her daughter Kathy she found her way to the Presbyterian Church. She remembers her first visit 
to the church and appreciated the pastor, she soon found herself getting involved with the women’s group, the Thrift 
Sale & the Plant Sale.  She enjoys participating in Bible and book studies and is a great knitter. Marilyn continues to ap-
preciate her church affiliation and Tiffany’s pastoral ministry. 
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   BIRTHDAYS: 
06/02 Kevin Zabonick 06/18 Julia Payne 06/25 Jan Emmons 
06/03 Kristina VanderVeen 06/20 Sylvia Bolton  06/25 Eleda Zygadlo 
06/08 Brett Baney 06/23 Orville Griffith 06/27 Kallie Pena 
06/11 Brendan Mattson 06/24 Frank Walters 06/28 Jim Brinkman 
06/12 John Taylor 06/24 Susan Paynich 06/28 Regan Hess 
06/14 Kylie Olson 06/24 Karen Racette 06/30 Bobbie Long 
 
  
  
 

ANNIVERSARIES: 
06/03 Bob & Theresa Yarbrough 06/19 Jack & Donna Zabonick  
06/07 John & Margaret O’Neil  06/21 Jeff & Cynthia Marcelletti 
06/08 Russell & Sue Reynolds  06/24 William & Leslie Buhl 
06/12 Dick & Sally Schallhorn  06/29 Michael & Deb Walters 
06/17 Richard & Theresa Walters  06/30 Dave & Jan Wilder 

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

CELEBRATE WITH THE NIFTY NINETIES ON JUNE 10! 

 You’re invited to join the celebration on June 10 when we acknowledge the Nifty Nineties of our congregation, 
followed by cake and ice cream during fellowship.  Who’s a member of the Nifty Nineties? Read about them in this 
newsletter.  All of these great folks are in their 90s or will be during our year of celebration.  Quite a “young” group! 

     MAIZIE SEEBER came to the Presbyterian faith late in her life.  She was raised a 
Methodist but, after the death of her second husband, she read the slogan of the 
John Knox Presbyterian Church in Grand Rapids “the Church for the broken hearted” 
and became a Presbyterian. She was very active, serving as an Elder, and head of the 
women’s group, the Delta Circle at John Knox. She lists her biggest thrill as being one 
of 6,000 Presbyterian women from all over the world attending a conference In Lou-
isville, KY.  She met the late Naomi Juk, Nelson Lumm, and Andy Thorburn through 
her involvement at John Knox. 
     Being a widow, mother, grandmother, and great grandmother she moved to Paw 
Paw in 2001 to be closer to her family.  She was 80 years “young” when she started 
attending First Pres. She said “I walked in and felt at home”. She felt love and joy 
and she remembers meeting Jim Alferie and Nana Hagard that first day. She went on 

to say how friendly and kind they were to her. Nanna later made her a “prayer shawl” which she still has. 
Maizie has been as active in our church as her health has allowed. She has served as an Elder, led a 

Women’s Bible Study, and been involved with Presbyterian Women and ShareNet.  Her words of wisdom 
for a long, happy life —“Enjoy it and stay with the present!”  She went on to say she talks with God regular-
ly, thanking him for the many ways he has been present in her life. 

Maizie is a remarkable woman who shines with her inner joy for life. She still would like to take a hot 
air balloon ride before she dies. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmedia.texomashomepage.com%2Fnxsglobal%2Ftexomashomepage%2Fphoto%2F2018%2F03%2F20%2FBirthdays-and-Anniversaries-Header-100x184_1521567253502_37845309_ver1.0.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.texomashomepage.


9 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
120 Pine Street 
Paw Paw, MI  49079 

 
Return Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presbyterian News 
Volume 86, Issue 6 

 

 

Presbyterian News 

First Presbyterian Church of Paw Paw, Michigan 
120 Pine St – 269-657-3111 – firstpres1@btc-bci.com – http://www.pawpawpres.org 

 Senior High Graduates will be honored on Sunday, June 3rd  
       at the 10:00 am service. 
 Nifty Nineties Recognition Day June 10th for those members 
             who are 90 and over. 
 Men’s Breakfast will meet on Saturday, June 23rd at 8:30 am in 
             the Fellowship Hall.  All men are welcome—Dads & kids too! 
 Vacation Bible School June 25-29th 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  

 Will be at Paw Paw Early Elementary School (612  North 
Street, Paw Paw, Michigan).  Theme is Shipwrecked Rescued 

 by Jesus. 
 Single Ladies Night Out will meet on Tuesday, June 26th.  All 

               single women who attend church are welcome.  Please  
 contact the church office if interested at 657-3111. 

 
  

 

SAVE THE DATE 
CHURCH PICNIC—JULY 15th  

Keep posted for more information  

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

